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Another case was cited to show the Prince's
social power, " an autocracy which, all things
considered, has been of a beneficent and fortunate
nature." Some may think these observations a
little strained, but they are not .very wide of the
mark. However, " the Rothschilds" are emin-
ently worthy of the commanding position which
they have so long occupied; any Monarch would
be proud of them as subjects; the pity is that
there are not more of t'hem.
But for the opposition of Lord Salisbury (says
M. Aubry),1 the reign of Edward vn, would have
begun four years earlier. At the beginning of
1897 Queen Victoria, feeling her strength declining,
weary of the burden of those duties for which she
had never had much inclination,, thought of
abdicating and ending her days in retirement,
She thus gave another instance of the conscious-
ness which she possessed of her responsibilities.
Unfortunately for her glory, her Ministers, and
notably Lord Salisbury, energetically opposed
her desire. The reasons which they adduced in
support of their views were, however,, specious
ones. There were, they declared, no precedents
for such a course. Our history had not produced
one single case of the voluntary abdication of a
Sovereign. In Europe, not reckoning Sylla's
abdication of the Dictatorship of Rome and
Diocletian's abdication of the Imperial throne,
there have been only four voluntary abdications:
those of Charles Quint of Spain (1555), of Christian
of Sweden (1654), of Philip v. of Spain (1724),
*For taking umbrage at a Deputy's remarks deprecatory of
Mt PoincarS in November 1912, M, Aubry had to exchange harmless
shots with the Prime Minister's detractor*